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Editorial 

If you have ever had the experience of 
putting something down, and then spend- 
ing a lot of time looking for it again, you 
will know how frustrating it is. I fear that 
| I must be getting old as too often it is 
happening to me these days. 

AHA! ORGANISATION IS THE 
ANSWER - let me get rid of the heaps 
around the place, where I know just about 
where everything was, and bring a little 
order into the chaos. Let me make up a 
schedule to ensure some sort of ordinary 
progress. 

So I have developed a system of ’organ- 
isers’, boxes, plastic bags, envelopes, etc, 
in which I place unfinished projects, similar 
items that I am ’gunner’ do something 
| about one day, even down to my mail that 
needs attention ’soon’. Sometimes one of 
these be! sineset seems to turn up in the 
most unlikely place, although when I think 
about it, it is usually where I left it when 
| I went to answer the phone, or got called 
to another job, or just gave up and decided 
it was becoming ’too hard’, and I should 
| start again another day when I was not so 
tired, grumpy, uptight, or whatever. 
| Now that I have retired from gainful 

employment, and I do not have that strict 
regime of getting up, going to work, coming 
home, and then fitting in my other commit- 
ments, I now find that there are not enough 
hours in the day to catch up on those 
‘unfinished projects’ that have accumulated 
over the years - funny thing isn’t it. 

Now where did I leave that cheque 
book? 


Rex Little 


=e 


The deadlines for the next issue will be 
15th August for articles, 25th August for 
| State News and letters and 7th September 

for addresses and envelopes. 


Notice 


This publication accepts no responsibil- 
| ity for the accuracy or reliability of articles 
or advertising published herein, statements 
“made or opinions expressed in ae 6h or 
i discussions, nor do we necessarily sub- 
i scribe to the views expressed or implied by 
; contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or 
;expressed as to the good conduct or 
| practice of advertisers herein. This publi- 
‘cation reserves, at all times, the right to 
| refuse acceptance of any matter considered 
‘unsuitable for publication. 
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From the 
Managing Editor 


This issue marks the last contribution 
of one of Journal’s long time helpers - our 
typist Helen McMullen. Helen’s name 

rst appeared in the credits (as Helen 
Radford) for Journal 128 of March-April 
1978, a thirteen ‘poe effort. Helen is now 
in full time employment and is now find- 
ing time insufficient for the task. Al- 
though we pay a small fee for Helen.s 
services, it comes nowhere near commer- 
cial rates. 

Helen first started when everything 
had to be typed twice. First there was pre 
typing, then this was retyped in justified 
type (aligning the margins) using a plain 
electric typewriter with a carbon ribbon. 
Later, about 1982, we progressed to an 
electronic typewriter which at least semi 
automatically justified the type. In the 
last two years we progressed to a word 
processor. 

But Helen did more than just type our 
articles. While not trying to be critical, 
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HO NSW protoype layout at the 1990 NSW 
Branch Exhibition. 
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Editor 


— Roger Lloyd many of our articles are submitted hand 
Typin Hellen McMullen | Written with poor spelling and English. 

ping ene Helen has applied many corrections to 
Printing AMRA Victorian Branch these efforts and I’m sure you will agree 


92 Wills Street, Glen Iris 3146 
Federal Secretary Harry Gibson 
147 Barrenjoey Road, Ettalong — 


she has done a fantastic job over the 
years. Many people have commented on 
the lack of typos and other mistakes. 
So Helen, thanks for all your help and 
we all wish you well in the future. 
Fortunately we have been able to railroad | 
another volunteer. Her name is also Helen, | 
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Notes from the Federal Registrar 


PLEASE READ THESE > 

in this issue of Journal, Subscription 
Renewal forms should be found and if on 
the Address label SEP1 is printed, you are 
due for renewal, which is due and payable 
by 1 September 1991. 

For those labels not marked SEP1 means 
you are either PAID LIFE, HONORARY 
or PAID IN ADVANCE and would only 
use the form if any Family Members are 
involved. Of course, use the other half of 
the form if you wish to do any nominating 
for a new COM for 1991/92. 

i have heard from the Returning Officer 
that the recent ballot on amendments to the 
Constitution has been carried, which means 
if your Renewal has not been received by 
the Federal Registrar by 31 October, you 
are no longer deemed to be a member, and 
$4 will need to be added to the $12, making 
a total of $16 for Senior and $12 for Student 
to rejoin after that date. 

We hope this change will induce most 
members to renew more on the due date; 
I've just had several renew just nine months’ 
late. 

i do not think the collating team could 


Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

Amendment to AMRA Federal Consti- 
tution - Subscription 

i show hereunder the result of the above 
ballot and advise the total number of 
papers received was 213, dissected as fol- 
LOWS: 
A gree 208 
Disageee 5 


Yours faithfully 
M R. Goldrick 

C T Nightingale 
Returning Officer 


PANELS ATR IOLA Ls 


Continued from previous page 
this time Helen Falkingham. Welcome, 
Helen! 

Now on to other matters. My apologies 
to Alan Porter for publishing his letter 
concerning The Victorian Branch’s loco 
trials. This letter was not meant for publi- 
cation. I must take the blame for the graphs 
as the original graphs were not fit for 
reproduction. I attempted to use a spread- 
sheet programme (Excel) but the graphs as 
reproduced had some errors. 

‘che lack of Western Australia content 
in the last issue was due to the April issue 
of “The Branchline’ going astray in the 
post. By the time it was realised that it was 
not going to arrive, it was too late to obtain 
another copy and type the articles in time 
_to meet our last issue’s deadline. The 
typing of articles from "The Branchline’ is 
a time consuming task. Some items from 
that issue are included in this issue, along 
with extracts from their June issue. How- 
ever, | must add that I much prefer original 
material. 

Roger Lloyd 


have missed inserting so many forms in last 
year’s Journal, as was claimed by quite a 
ew. 

Also this year there will be a reminder 
in the eee Osabes issue of a 
to save the postage on separate mailing, 
last year that cost $124.70" , 

I do get a few who complain about 
Journal and I wonder if these same people 
contribute in any way to their Branch 
activities or just leave it all to George’ and 
then complain if ’George’ doesn’t do eve- 
rything for them. 

For some years we had an Advisory 
Panel which covered all facets of the hobby 
and I could not believe that all our mem- 
bers were so knowledgeable they did not 
need to ask any questions. Though we had 
one instance of a fellow who joined in 
March and resigned in the following Sep- 
tember because he had learnt all he wanted 
to know???? 

But I do wonder if one National body 
could cope with all the varied interests of 
Australian modellers. 


Norm Read 


Renew your 

membership 

subscription 
now. 


Look for the 
renewal form 
in this 
Journal, | 


sim 
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NARROW GAUGE 


In the second article of this series, | 
intend to look at the current situation with 
pre to narrow gauge in Queensland. 
Like most areas, a good model cannot be 
constructed without reference to the proto- 
type. Also, for any of you contemplating a 
tour of coastal Queensland, this article will 
serve as a guide to some of the attractions 
along the way. 

The 26 currently active sugar mills are 
all located within reasonable proximity of 
the Queensland coast. However, they are 
not evenly spread, with some large dis- 
tances between. The concentrations of sugar 
growing areas could be described as the 
Bundaberg, Mackay, Burdekin and Far 
North regions. Let’s have a look at these 
areas and what they offer. 

The most southerly area is the Bundab- 
erg district. However, further south are a 
couple of isolated pockets. There are three 
mills in northern NSW, one at Rocky Point 
(between Brisbane and the Gold Coast) 
and Maryborough, none of which have any 
tramway systems of mention. One that 
does is the Moreton Mill at Nambour, 100 
km north of Brisbane. Easily accessible, 
the wide range of rolling stock and scenic 
features have made it popular with enthu- 
siasts. The mill is located in Mill Street, 
Nambour, and has three locomotives 
(including a Shay) preserved at the front. 
Back at Bundaberg, the Millaquin Mill is 
located at the eastern end of the city and 
also contains a distillery. A grid pattern of 
roads between Bundaberg and Bargara 
makes this mill’s tramline easy to follow. 
Fairymead Mill is located north of Bundab- 
erg while Bingera Mill is located 20 km to 
the west on the Gin Gin Road. Both have 
hard to follow tramways. At the Bruce 
Highway township of Childers, you will 
probably encounter the tramline of the Isis 
Central Mill. This modern mill is located 2 
km along the Bundaberg Turnoff from the 
Bruce Highway and is clearly signed. At 
the mill, a road bridge passes over the full 
yard. This scenic location seeing plenty of 
action during crushing. 

It’s a long drive north to the next cane 

owing area at Sarina of some 570 km. 
The Plane Creek Mill is located here beside 
the QR station. This mill also receives cane 
delivered by QR from the south, giving the 
opportunity to observe 2’ and 3’6” cane 
trains. This is the last of a once common 
practice. At the city of Mackay, the Race- 


CTION 


Part 2 - by Chris Malone 


course Mill is located on the western out- 
skirts of town. Its tramline extends mainly 
south. Further to the west is the very scenic 
Pleystowe Mill, worth a visit for its land- 
scaping alone. Although its tramline runs 
mainly west following roads, it also has a 
northern line which crosses the Pioneer 
River on a low level bridge adjacent to the 
mill. The Marian Mill is the furthest west 
(Cattle Creek closing in 1990) and is the 
super’ mill of the district. Its tramline 
radiates from the mill and extends some 40 
km west on ex OR trackbed to Netherdale. 
Its most notable engineering feature is 
massive by tramway standards (330 metres 
long and 20 metres high). QR hauls raw 
sugar and molasses along the branch line 
from Mackay to Marian. The raw sugar 
from this and other mills travels to the Bulk 
Sugar Terminal at Mackay Harbour. Head- 
ing north out of Mackay, you can detour to 
the Farleigh Mill with a tramway extending 
north to seaside areas. Final mill in the 
district is the Proserpine Mill at Proserpine 
(133 km north of Mackay). Its tramline 
goes in all directions except west. 

The next area is the Burdekin, 270 km 
north of Proserpine and characterised by 
the twin towns of Home Hill and Ayr. On 
the southern side of the Burdekin River is 
the Inkerman Mill, while just north of Ayr 
is the Kalamia Mill. To the west of Ayr is 
Pioneer Mill, whose tramway runs into the 
Burdekin hinterland. All of the Burdekin 
Mills rail their sugar and molasses to 
Townsville’s Bulk Sugar Terminal using 
OR trains. 

Heading north out of Townsville is the 
most concentrated stretch of cane growing. 
This extends to Mossman, and begins at 
Ingham. Here there are two CSR mills, 
Victoria 5 km east and Macknade 13 km 
north east. Victoria Mill is the largest in the 
southern hemisphere and has a large tram- 
way system extending through Ingham and 
35 km west. Macknade is a very scenic mill 
and has a long bridge over the Herbert 
River near it. Both mills share 2’ gauge 
trackage to the port of Lucinda. Another 
mill is located 108 km north of Tully, while 
in the Innisfail area there are another two. 
The first is at Mourilyan, while just to the 
west is South Johnstone. Both mills rail raw 
sugar on a former QR 2’ gauge tramline to 
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Mourilyan Harbour. 30 km north, a mill is 


located at Babinda, while at Gordonvale, 
the scenic Mulgrave Mill is located. This 
mill has restored a John Fowler steam loco 
which hauls a tourist service through beau- 
tiful countryside to the Orchid Valley Tourist 
Attraction daily. The last mill before Cairns 
is the Hambledon Mill at Edmonton, also 
cashing in on the tourists with its Sugar- 
world Gardens complex. A specially built 
tramway offers rides around the mill grounds. 
North of Cairns, at Mossman, the Moss- 
man Mill has been running tourist steam 
trains since 1981. They now have THREE 
operating steam locomotives and have 
specially built a paaitoig. cs Port Douglas 
and the Mirage Resort. This heavy tourist 
traffic is run in addition to sugar cane five 
months a year. 

In summary then, here are some general 
tips when railfanning cane tramways. Firstly, 
crushing extends from early July to mid 
Noweniier At some mills it is even shorter 
as they work six or seven days a week and 
sometimes 24 hours a day to avoid costly 
shutdowns. There is practically no other 
traffic during the other months, mainte- 
nance being the biggest task. If you are 
visiting a mill, always start by asking for 
permission from someone in authority. This 
could include administration staff, traffic 
supervisor or cane inspector. Depending 
on the mill’s situation at the time, you may 
be refused permission. It is always impor- 
tant to state your intentions and where you 
would like to visit (generally the loco 
shed). These mills are very ‘busy rays 
crushing and it is always best to keep well 
away from the mill buildings and the tram- 
way yards. You may be required to sign 
indemnity forms, and always remember to 
notify them when you are leaving. 

At most mills, a new shift usually starts 
about 8 am, at which time a lot of locos can 
be seen at the mill. Out in the cane fields 
many tramlines follow local roads and can 
be easily followed. The only maps showing 
tramlines are the Australian Government 
1:100000 Topographic Maps, but you can 
get by without them. However, a UBD 
Queensland Cities and Towns Street Direc- 
tory is handy for general use and shows 
some tramway as well. 

In the next issue I will be following a 
similar topic, but giving more details on 
preserved locos, mill tours and general 
holiday planning information. 
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It Occurs To Me 


by R T Blodkin 

The definitive work on model railways, in 
my meagre knowledge, has yet to be written. 
But that’s not really surprising. The same 
applies to the majority of subjects, excepting, 
that is, the really dead ones like Latin as a 
language. 

Take nuclear ics as an example. Another 
could be et a rh technology and 
another could be medicinal uses of petro- 
chemical by-products. The main reason why 
we are without definitive works on such 
subjects is that they are still in a state of 
intense and continuing evolution. It is logi- 
cally impossible to place descriptive limits on 
anything still in a flux of development. 

So it is with model railways. Devotees of 
the best hobby around are always looking for 
better ways to carry out the multitude of 
things that need to be done to ensure that 
there is an ongoing process of improvement. 

There are many hundreds of us working in 
the world of miniature trains. Each and every 
one soener or later finds a new method of 
doing something or thinks out a process or 
technique new to him and possibly to others. 

it is about here that we find a parallel 
between our model railway practitioner and 
the researcher in nuclear physics, medicine or 
transistor uses. Once having made a discov- 


Steam in North Queensland - 1991 


by Chris Malone | 

To celebrate 100 years of the Cairns- 
Kuranda railway line this year, Queensland 
Railways is planning a large event in North 
Queensland. Beginning on the anniversary 
day 13 June, celebrations will continue for 
100 days with the running of steam train 
excursions from Kuranda. With this, and 
other local operations, there will be seven 
steam locomotives operating in the Cairns 
district from June to September this year. 

The Cairns-Kuranda operation of QR needs 
no introduction, this highly successful opera- 
tion being set for massive future growth. On 
15 June a special train of guests will be hauled 
up the range by the recently restored 1865 
vintage AiO and 1926 PB1S from the QR 
excursion stable. Both locos will then be 
based at Kuranda for the next 100 days, 
operating a seven-day service to two sidings 
in the west on the line to Mareeba. The A10 
will run to Myola (5 km) four days a week, 
while the P815 will haul a longer train to Oak 
Forest (11 km) on the other three days 
(Wednesday, Friday, Sunday) when markets 
at Kuranda provide very large crowds. Three 
return trips will be provided each day, con- 
necting with the Tourist Train ex Cairns. The 
locomotive not being used on a particular day 
will be open for inspection at Kuranda. 
ARHS Se Division) members (who 
restored the A10) will man this display and 
are also assisting in operations over the three 
months. For details cioser to the date, Cairns 
railway station can be contacted on 070 56 
6211. 


While on 3’6”, the other operating loco in 
this area will be D17 No 268 (a 4-6-4 tank 
loco) at the Ravenshoe Steam Train Mu- 
seu. The “Millstream Express’ operates every 
Sunday at 2.30 pm with a 14 km return trip 
to Tumoulin. For further details, telephone 
070 94 1168. Ravenshoe is about 80 km south 


ety or perfected a method, there comes an 
urge to share it with someone else. Some of 
the researchers share new information for 
cash reward and if it is their life’s work and 
means of getting a crust, so be it. But for the 
average railway modeller, he’s not in it for 
the money. He is quite happy to share his 
newfound knowledge with his friends. 

It is in this sharing that there is a differ- 
ence. Scientific discovery, once made known, 
rapidly goes round the world, through 
commerce, the printed word and, sadly, in 
this day and age, by warfare. Our tame 
model railway man does not have such out- 
lets for his ideas. Of course he has his 
friends and possibly fellow Club members. 
But good ideas deserve a wider stage to be 
announced from. We, as members of AMRA 
are lucky enough to have ‘Journal’. Now I 
know that tips and hints are sent in for 
publication from time to time, and very 
good some of them are. But this is a still- 


pos hobby. There must be plenty of | 


abulous ideas out there that a lot of people 

would like to hear and which just could 
solve a problem they have at some time. The 
action is plain - send your good ideas in to 
Journal. You will be sharing your good 
fortune with others of a like persuasion and 
doing some of them a good turn into the 
bargain. It’ll make you feel good, too! 


west of Cairns and can be accessed by the 
Kennedy Highway heading south from 
Mareeba. Australian Pacific Tours in Cairns 
also have a Tablelands day tour which fea- 
tures a ride on this train (Tuesdays and 
seg: They can be contacted on 070 51 


On the 2’ gauge front, the Mossman 
Central Sugar Mill at Mossman (60 km 
north of Cairns) operates three locomotives 
(two Bundaberg Foundry 0-6-2Ts and a 
Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0). Services are pro- 
vided most of the year, with most runs from 
Mossman to the resort town of Port Douglas, 
a one hour trip. The mill can be contacted 
for more details on 070 98 1400. 

About 20 km south of Cairns, the Mulgrave 
Mill at Gordonvale operates its Mulgrave 
Rambler steam train service from Gordon- 
vale to the Orchid Valley Nursery tourist 
attraction. A John Fowler 0-6-2 is used. This 
is a half day trip, but only features the train 
ride in one direction. The morning is proba- 
bly the best bet here, as the trip climbs 
through the valley heading west to Orchid 
Valley. All bookings are handied by Cairns 
Tour Service which can be contacted on 070 
31 8311. You can even start your trip from 
Cairns with a bus trip to Gordonvale. At 
both mills mentioned, there are also mill 
tours, and between July and November 
there is the added attraction of the crushing 
season with plenty of tramway activity on 
these tours. The Hambledon Mill on the 
southern outskirts of Cairns operates its 
Sugarworid Gardens tourist park which has 
a diesel powered tourist tram around the 
mili. Telephone 070 55 5477 for this one. 

If this isn’t enough, there are also a 
couple of static preserved locos, including a 
QR C17 on display at Cairns station. Cer- 
tainly many rai! enthusiasts will be making 


tracks to get to the Cairns district this year! 


A Call at ~ 
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by RT Blodkin 

A trip to Toowoomba to view the 
"Trains 91° Exhibition of the Darling 
Downs Model Railway Club during the 


| weekend of 15-16 June proved worth 


the ride. 

The trade had representation among 
the 20 or so stands and seemed to be rea- 
sonably well patronised. All sizes were 
showing their own particular flag from 
the live steamers down to one little ’Z’. 

Layouts varied in area from table top 
size to a sizeable modular N about 15’ 


| x 20° at a guess. Half a G presentation 


was on the floor! As to be expected, all 
types of scenic treatment were present 
giving atmosphere to the prototy 
depicted. One, particularly, taking the 
eye was a logging railway. The dedi- 
cated individual that made all those 
trees deserves all the recognition he 
gets. Our old friends, the Hornby boys 
were also there to remind us just how far 
model railways have come. 

At the scenery demonstration table, 
the evergreen Jim Fainges and his off- 
sider talked themselves hoarse answer- . 
ing loads of questions on *how’ and 
why’, from all ages and both sexes. 

To keep the punters happy while 
they took a little rest, a cuppa, etc, was 
continuous, virtually non-stop, film en- 
tertainment of rail interest. The ladies 
there were, as in other similar situ- 
ations, working away to keep the food 
and drinks coming. Bless ’em! 

In conjunction with the exhibition 
was a model competition, including road 
and air models, as well as trains and dio- 
tamas. The great majority of the entries 
was of a very high standard indeed, and 
the various class winners earned their 
prizes well. Judging finally who came 
soos on top, I am told, was not easy at 
all. 

Visitors came from quite a distance 
to see what was on offer. Although he 
or she was probably up on holiday, this 
is borne out by the winner of one of the 
raffles, who came from Nowra, NSW! 

On reflection, there is only one thing 
to say - modeiling, particularly railway 
modelling, is alive and well on the Dar- 
ling Downs. Anyway, I'll be going to the 
next show there. 


Laurie Woods reports that he en- 
joyed supervising the posing of an endless 
stream of young engine drivers on the 
footplate of a large live steam locomo- 
tive at the recent exhibition while their 
Polaroid photograph was taken. Some 
drama occurred when one young fellow 
was placed in his position and his mother 
stepped back to enable the photograph 
to be taken. The young’un thought that 
he was actually going somewhere and 
that his dear mother wasn’t coming too! 
A tearful commotion ensued and Laurie 
reports that it was quite a while before 
peace was regained and the photograph 
taken! 


EWHW 
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I had a big problem of divided allegiance 
during Labour Day weekend this year. | 
like to give time to help at the Exhibition 
at Camberwell, but this year the N Gauge 
fraternity scheduled a Convention for 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday at Bayswa- 
ter. So my allegiance was divided Thurs- 
day, Friday and Monday at the Exhibition 
and Saturday and Sunday at the Conven- 
tion. I must say that the benefits I gained 
from the Convention more than balanced 
the guilt of giving less time to the Exhibi- 
tion. 

There were 92 delegates and with wives 
and partners, guest and commercial stand- 
holders, 115 people sat down to the Con- 
vention dinner on Saturday night, to be 
well fed and entertained by guest speakers 
Jonathon Zimbler from Zimbler Pty Ltd 
and Jim Costello. Presentation of the awards 
for the modelling competition was also on 
the agenda. The modelling competition 
was an eyeopener. The Dane Parker 
Memorial Trophy for the most outstanding 
exhibit was awarded to Ross Balderson 
from NSW for a diorama of a country scene 
- trees, railway, stream, bridges - the real 
thing in miniature. The Best Australian 
Model was a VR R Class 4-6-4 constructed 
by Chris Pearce on a Minitrix Britannia 
chassis (I think!). Best Scratchbuilt Struc- 
ture was Ross Balderson’s trestle bridge 
from the award-winning diorama and the 
Best Kitbashed Structure was Vic Fitzpa- 
trick’s bridge on his N Trak module. The 
Scratchbuilt Rolling Stock award went to 
Phil Badger for a brass model of a VR L 
van (sheep transport to those not familiar 
with VR four wheelers). Even had opening 
doors! Kitbashed Rolling Stock was the 
work of Rod Warren with an SD40 in a 
Sante Fe Southern Pacific pre-merger paint 
scheme. I found it difficult to decide which 
was the most amazing model for me, the 
diorama or the L van. Think I will have to 
go for the L van, but - wish I had some 
photos to show you. 

Eight clinics were presented, four on 
Saturday and four on Sunday (each twice 
to spread the load). They were as follows: 

Scenery 

Paint Shop 

Electrical, Parts 1 and 2 

Australian Modelling, Parts 1 and 2 

Structures and Buildings 

Masking Models 

The Scenery and Structures and Build- 
ings clinics were presented by Alan Johnson 
of Clinchfield fame. Scenery concentrated 
on rock castings using latex moulds and 
basic ground covers and greenery. Looks 
easy the way he does it. Buildings and 
Structures featured the use of plastic kits 
and applying your powers of observation to 
real buildings to see weathering details - 
water runs from projections, window ledges, 
pipework, different building materials, fading 
from sunlight, etc; and using your paint 
brush on the plastic components to produce 
that lived in look - dusting, wash and wipe, 
dry brushing, etc. Hint - paint first, as- 
semble after. | 

Peter Thornton dealt with Paint shop 
and the allied clinic on Masking Models - 

reparation, colour mixing, finishes, decal- 
fing then masking for multi-colour paint 
jobs and lining. On air brushes, stay simple 


and make sure you clean up properly after 
each paint job. The success of your next 
job could depend on the previous clean up. 
Beware of paint fumes. Face masks are a 
must as many paint fumes are toxic. An 
adequately ventilated area is necessary and 
a spray booth is an advantage. 
Australian Modelling, Parts 1 and2, was 
the domain of Kent Smiley. He covered 
basic tools and techniques for scratchbuild- 
ing in styrene and brass, cutting and stick- 
ing methods for open wagons, vans and 
passenger stock and presented a survey of 
commercial kits past and present. Discus- 
sion also took place on the availability of 
prototype information, particularly on the 
Victorian scene, and, as a result, a Victo- 
rian N Scale Collective has been formed. If 
anyone is interested, the contact is Kent 
Smiley, telephone 807 7551. Acontribution 
of $5 per annum to cover cost of production 
and mailing of a newsletter is proposed. 
Electrical, Parts 1 and 2, were presented 
by Greg Johnstone and started off with 


Ohm’s Law leading 
into selecting an ap- 
propriate power sup- 
ply, having in mind 
power for locomo- 
tives, point opera- 
tion and lighting. 
This led into types 
of throttles then to 
wiring (keep it 
simple), wire sizes, 
neatness, connec- 
tions and record 
keeping. Part 2 pro- 
gressed to track sec- 
tions, control pan- 
els, signalling, di- 
ode matrices and 
train detection. 
There was ample 
room in the Con- 
vention Centre to 
set up half a dozen 
layouts, some famil- 
iar, some not. 
Clinchfield from 
Robin MacMurray 
is an old friend - a 
layout with a pur- 
pose, based on a 
coal carrier in the 
palachian Moun- 
tains in the USA 
and featuring now 
you see it, now you 
don’t long coal trains 
and wayside traffic. 
Eastern and Ori- 
ental from Daniel 
MacMurray 
(Robin’s brother) is 
based on the rail- 


Convention 


by Ron Thomas 


ways of South East Asia where locomotives 
and rolling stock are predominantly of 
Japanese origin. The layout is L-shaped 
and fits conveniently into a corner. "Wal- 
lan’ from Dave Crowhurst and Greg Sadler 
is the 1974 scale model of the near-Mel- 
bourne VR station rescued from oblivion, 
rebuilt and embellished. The original was 
exhibited at Camberwell and Sydney in the 
mid 70s. ’Blair Athol’ from Andrew McIn- 
roy is a similar concept to "Wallan’, I guess. 
It is a scale model of Blair Athol, between 
Perth and Inverness in Scotland and is the 
station where the main line changes from 
double to single track. It features much 
more scenery than we are accustomed to 
seeing and allows for a _— sequence of 
longer trains by virtue of a concealed yard 
capable of holding 18 trains. 

Melb N Trak is a module layout group- 
ing modules owned by members of the 
Melb N Trak Railroad Club Inc, based on 
US prototype. This provides a large layout 
with an interesting variety of modelling. 

As a contrast, the sixth layout was a 
Coffee Table layout - so there! 

All in all, I spent a most ators - two 
days. It was another of those stimulating 
gatherings of kindred spirits and gave me 
new hope for successful modelling of VR in 
1:160. 

PS A further Convention is projected 
for 1993, hopefully in Queensland or New 
South Wales, but a decision on venue has 
not yet been made. 
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The 1991 Sydney Model { Si, Exhbitio ctype 
Railway Exhibition 7 Mon Exhibition . Ist and 3rd Saturdays 
The E.G. Whitlam Recreation Centreat 11 Fri Film Night and 
Liverpool will again be the venue for this 19 Sat Open Day . 2nd and 4th Fridays. eh 
year’s Exhibition which will be opentothe 25 Fri Layout Operation Unless otherwise specified, meetings times ~- 
sac from 9.00 am to 6.00 pm on Saturday NOVEMBER are as follows: 
sth and Sunday 6th October and 9.00am 7 = got Timetable Operation Fridays. 7.30 to 11 pm 
- is saan amen Attica Ww 8 Fri Federal AGM/Layout Opera oe 2 to 5.30 pm 
‘ adiole eabide tion uctions | 

Branch members will have received, and 16. Sat “Aasoton Goods for sale to be booked in by 2 pm 


should have returned, their roster forms. 79 


| Note 
Due to altered catering arrangements, Fri Layout Operation 
additional strain will be placed on the DECEMBER AMRA (NSW) Clubroom telephone 


ladies and their helpers over the meal 1 Sun Layout Operation number is 567 1899. 
periods and! would appeal formembersto 7 at Christmas Dinner All correspondence regarding NSW 
seek the assistance of wives, fiancees and 13 Fri Members’ slide night - brin 2 Branch matters should be addressed to - 


girl friends in helping in this necessary part your 10 best The Secretary 
of the Exhibition, = 21. Sat Layout Operation PO Box 194 
Last year approximately 330 catered 27. ~Fri_—-No meeting ROCKDALE NSW 2216 


meals, 700 snack meals and nearly 2,000 
cups of tea or coffee with biscuits were 
provided for the exhibitors and workers, as 
well as many meat pies, sandwiches etc. 
sold to the public from the snack bar. 

The fact that the holiday weekend (and 
the Haar now falls during school 
holidays has affected the number of volun- 
teers available so if you can help even for 
a short period please advise our roster 
clerk, Mr Phil Lee, P.O. Box 37, Penshurst 
NSW 2222 (phone 570 9358) who will be 
very pleased to receive additional helpers. 

Interstate visitors who may be attending 
the Exhibition are invited to advise me of 
their intentions so that we will be able to 
extend to them a warm welcome and cater 
for their needs in adequate fashion. 


Bob Wardrop 
Exhibition Manager 


SBE STEED PS Ad TEMES ETON 


| Program 
AUGUST 
3 Sat Layout Operation 
4 Sun Richmond Vale Railway Visit 
9 Fr Clinic - Paints and Painting 
Scenery 
7 Sat Annual Dinner 
3 Fri Layout Operation 
SEPTEMBER 
1 Sun Layout Operation 
7 Sat Layout Operation 
i3. Ss Fri_—s Slide Night 
21 Sat Drawbar Pulling and Rough 
Running Competition 
27 ~=6 Fri_~—s Exhibition Preparation 
OCTOBER 
4 Fri Exhibition Preparation 
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President’s Piece 


I think that everyone who attended our 
Model Railway Exhibition in May will 
agree that it was very successful, both in 
the attendance figures and with the quality 
of the exhibits. I mentioned in my last 
President’s Piece how, at the Exhibitor’s 
Meeting, there was a genuine air of enthu- 
siasm among the exhibitors toward the 
1991 Show and this enthusiasm was carried 
right onto the show. Co-operation-wise, I 
don’t think that we could have asked for 
more from our exhibitors. Setting up on the 
Friday before the show went very well, 
with all the exhibitors out of the hall by 10 
pm. One of our better known commercial 
exhibitors was all smiles and pleasantries 
when he was the first out of the hall on the 
Monday evening after the show. Unfortu- 
nately, he was the first back on Tuesda 
morning after realising that he had left 
some of his equipment behind in his haste 
to get away on the Monday evening. It had 
been a long and concentrated three days of 
effort! 

As you are aware, this show as a 
‘competition’ show, wherein the best lay- 
out on exhibition was judged by popular 
vote of all spectators. I’m pleased to report 
that Vince and Gladys Ford won the most 
popular layout section. I think that by 
Saturday evening, it was pretty obvious 
that Vince and Gla ys would win. the area 
around their layout was always very crowded, 
with many of the younger spectators reluc- 
tant to leave. ’Rusty’ Smith’s "AL YN VALE’ 
won the best Australian Layout section and 
Ken Walker and his Barfi Light Railway 
won the best Non-Australian section. 

In future, a layout competition will be 
held each year, with each exhibitor given 
the option of having his or her layout 
included in the competition or not. There 
will be no cash prize awarded in future, but 
a trophy will be presented to the winner of 
each category. We will also present to each 
exhibitor a l:minated certificate of partici- 
pation. 

Incidentally, it is hoped that there will 
not be a repeat of th: iction of whoever it 
was who inspire: cir children to enter 
"Layout No 23’ in :¢ best layout compe- 
tition. Layout No 23 was the AMRA 
Canteen, Refreshments at realistic prices. 
Staffed by our families and friends! 

Now to the Modelling Competition. At 
the close of entries, we had 10 models 
presented for judging. The judges chose 
Steve Malone’s 0-6-2 Krauss tank locomo- 
tive as the winner of the first Stephen 
Suggitt Trophy. Mrs Sandra Suggitt, widow 
of the late Steve Suggitt made the presen- 
tation at the dinner on Saturday evening, 
4 May 1991. After the rresentation, Steve 


Malone gave a short, but amusing talk on 
his misadventures building the locomotive. 
Other guste on the Saturday evening 
included Stephen and Sandra Suggitt’s 
daughter Ann, Eric and Daphne Lyons, 
Jack and Dot Treseder from the Victorian 
Branch, Brian and Denise Tyson, Bob and 
Dulcie Wardrop and, of course, our old 
friend Norm Read, the AMRA Federal 
Registrar who usually comes up from Syd- 
ney. 

During past exhibitions, we have always 
had a shortage of helpers, but, this year for 
a change, we seem to have had helpers 
coming out of the woodwork. So many 
helpers in fact that some people went home 
because we couldn’t find things for them to 
do. To all those people who offered their 
services must go my sincere thanks for 
offering your help. Perhaps next year, we 
may try some sort of roster system to make 
volunteering a little more rewarding. All 
that being said, profound thanks and due 
acknowledgement must certainly go to the 
stalwart band of willing ladies who coped 
so adequately with the demands of the 
AMRAcanteen. The girls were sorely tried 
in keeping up with the demand for refresh- 
ments and every effort will be made to 
make their catering work easier. perhaps 
the best way would be for more ladies and 
girls to volunteer some time to spread the 
load which the few so willingly bear. Please 
bear this in mind when next the call for 
volunteeers is made. 

Our retired members have resumed 
holding daytime meetings in the Club once 
again so if you’d like to join in, give Jim 
Hoskins a ring on 208 5288 for details. 

As you read this, our Annual Auction 
will be only a few weeks away, 7 Septem- 
ber. It’ll be held at the church hall at 
Wavell Heights, on the corner of Imbros 
and Olive Streets. Be there early because 
that’s when the bidding starts. Our ladies 
usually run the canteen at the auction for 
us, but this year they plan to spend the 
afternoon together shopping at the Supree 
Fashion House. If your mother, wife or girl 
friend would like to join the ladies, give 
Kerry Hayes a ring on 345 7887 for further 
details. not long after the May exhibition, 
some of our ladies had an afternoon to- 
gether which really went down well. They 
all came back to the Clubrooms all smiles 
and laden down with sopping bags full of 
clothes which they had purchased. 

On the Saturday evening after the auction, 
we will be holding a family evening at the 
Clubrooms, so if you would like to come 
along, bring a plate or takeaway or we 
could so some toasted sandwiches for you. 
Come along because you will enjoy the 
evening. 

Just on closing, I’d like to again say 


thank you to those ladies who helped us out 
at the May exhibition. I think that we are 
indeed fortunate that these ladies support 
us in the willing way that they do. Once 
again ladies, many thanks. 


Happy modelling 
Bob Mawson 


It is possible to electrically isolate 
both tracks through some brands of points 
by simply leaving the point lever vertical, 
thrown neither way, but left ’in the 
middle’. This means that neither road is 
either mechanically or electrically switched 
in, and this enables two trains to be 
isolated from electric power. 


EWHW 


NOTICE 


Part 2 of Steve Malone’s artice on 
transistor controllers has been held over 
until next issue due to some lost dia- 
grams. 

Also, an article and some photos of 
the 1991 Queensland Exhibition will be 
held for the September-October issue. 


Managing Editor 


WANTED 


Some short articles and 
fillers for small spaces like 
this. Do you have any 
hints or tips that you can 
pass on to other 
modellers? 


Is our friend, EWHW the 
only modeller with such 
snippets? 
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Victorian Branch Notes 


May Meeting 

Was the ARHS film night at which 
Arthur Hill screened the following: 

Report on Modernisation of BR in 1960 

Snow - Scot Rail 

Vigil on wheels - Indian Railways 

Freight Train - SAR and CR (Aust) 
Competitions 

Model - Open Standard Category 

T Reeves - VR X35 DE loco (Northern 
Models modified body kit and Athearn 
chassis) - 75 points 

Photo 

Print - S Westerman - Scotch Block at 
Longwood - 92 points 

Slide - no entry 


June Meeting 


Models for Display 

G Brown - VLine A class DE - bogie 
side frame can be either flexicoil or original 
(B class) fabricated type 

- Booklets on the VR A, B and T class 
DE locos. 

W Secker - models of Dutch HO scale 
ome bikes (inetched brass) from Branch- 
ines, Exeter, UK 

- Lima, Netherlands rolling stock 46 
class two-car set (1948 sonnet 

G Nitz - booklet by Railway Modeller 
(Rail Model Journal) - tuning and upgrad- 
ing Athearn model locos ($9.95) 
Competitions 

Model - Robert Luke - AR kit NSW 
UME and timber load - 92 points 

Photo 

Print - S Westerman - J515 at Seymour 
- 92 points 

Slide - no entry 
Syllabus Topic 

Alan Hurston from Foam Packaging Pty 
Ltd, 1001 Mountain Highway, Boronia, 
Victoria 3155, telephone (03) 720 2111 
gave a talk and demonstration on how to 
use EPS foam (modified) in scenery mod- 


Boum ve HO Sac 
Ovsrevas. —— 


elling. 
This was a very interesting clinic, the 
points covered were as follows: 
; Use modified self extinguishing, fire 
retardent foam not the standard packaging 
foam. 
Weighs approximately 10 k T 
> (1 ibe y & pe 


cubic metre per cuft). 
Excellent sound deadening and in- 

sulating material. 
Can use hot soldering iron for shap- 
ing (melts the foam to shape - not eats). 
; To pin track work to foam, use long 
dress making pins at an angle - can also use 
a touch of aquadhere on sleepers. 
: Can use coarse and fine emery paper 
for sanding and finishing. 
; Can use a Bandsaw, but under no 
circumstances use a jig saw or circular saw. 

Further information (supplied by Foam 
Packaging) follows: 

Material . 

EPS foam modified fine bead and S$ 
grade 

Adhesive 

Aquahere - water base ceramic tile 
adhesive - 2/3 days to dry. Araldite 5 min 
quick drying - special foam contact adhe- 
sive. 

Paints 

Any water base paint for normal finish. 
Paints, i.e. enamel (turps thin), will etch 
surface for special effect. Acrylic paints 
excellent for toughening surface - can also 
use mix of Aquahere and water. 

Cutting 

Finest saw blade - serated knife - sharp- 


est knife always use sawing action (use 


vacuum cleaner to pick up dust). 

Shaping | 

Hot wire - nichrome wire from old 
radiator element about 9”-18” long used 
with 12 V car battery - battery charger, for 
given voltage length of wire will control 
temperature - electrical soldering iron. 

Holes 

Normal drilling. Sharp wood bit, fast 
speed. For small holes heat end of metal 


knitting needle, or small tube and push into 
foam. 

General 

Build up by lamination process - suggest 
base of 75 mm material and. build up with 
50, 25, 12 mm sheet to suit contours, etc, 
required. If making portable unit, bond 
masonite or thin plywood to sides and base 
for protection. Permanent layout using 75 
mm base sheet supports requires at 700 x 
1000 mm approximately. 

Approximate prices 


12mm $2.90 /sq metre sheet sizes 
25mm _ $5.20/sq metre 1200 x 1200 
50mm = $9.55/sq metre 1200 x 1800 
75mm  $14.00/sq metre 1200 x 2400 


General News 


Puffing Billy Trip 

To be Saturday evening 16 November 
1991 if enough interested. Cost is $65 
(everything provided) and bookings and 
money required no later than September 
meeting. 
Level Crossing Poster 

Will be available from the RTA shortly 
at $30 per copy. 
AGM 

Will be held on Thursday 10 October, 
and not as notified in the Agenda in 
September. The September meeting will be 
a Guest Speaker - Brian Southwell - who 
will cover the "Use of Libraries for Re- 
search’ - with emphasis on model and 
prototype railways. 
Open Days 

Pamphlets covering the above will be 
available for distribution at the August and 
September meetings. It is important that 
members distribute as widely as possible 
as these are the main form of advertising 
the event. 
Junior Day 

An additional Junior Day will be held 
during the school holidays on Friday 27 
September (10 am - 3 pm). 
Observation Run 

Will be held on Sunday 13 October 


‘TSiam BAcE 
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commencing at 11 am from the car park 
opposite the Clubrooms. 
Modelling Clinics 

A special clinic was held on Thursday 
evening 30 May at the Clubrooms at which 
Roger Lloyd demonstrated "Tree Making’. 
Points covered were as follows: 

Tendency to make them under scale 
as proper scale size trees are generally too 
big for most layouts. 

Use of copper earth wire, sea weed, 
bronze fly screen wire, piano wire for 
centre support. 

.  _Use of ’True Image Scenics’ for 
foliage support. 

. _Use of plaster and water based paint 
mixture makes trunks of trees very du- 
table. 

Use pieces of dead tea tree for trunk 
and limbs, very fine foam fibre (from 
speaker packing) for foliage base, with 
various green, yellow and red coloured saw 
dust for actual foliage, bonded in place 
using Regal Spray Adhesive. 

The next clinic will he held on Thursday 
evening 29 August, commencing 7.45 pm. 
New BBQ 

Has been built at the back, compliments 
to G Stockfeld and his railway group. 
Modrail 

Has been sold to a modeller from 
Adelaide. He recently came over and picked 
It up. 
@@eeeeeseeeeee 6686 0 @ 


Program 


AUGUST 

Junior day -i0am- 3pm -BYO 
train 
Timetable operation-1.30pm 
- Spm Australian prototype 
Weekday working bee and 
operating 10am -3 pm BYO 
trains 
Social meeting - VR signal 
ling - 7.30 pm 

| eee Australian or other 

it 

Photo - An EMD loco in 
Victoria 
Working bee - 9 am 
Running day- 1.30 pm - 5 pm 
BYO ae 4 
Weekday working bee and 
running 10am -3.00pm BYO 
trains 
Timetable operation - 7.70pm 
- 1lpm USA prototype 
Clinics - 7.30pm 
Junior day - 10am - 3pm BYO 
trains 


SEPTEMBER 


Timetable operation - 1.30 - 
5 pm 

USA (general) prototype) 
Weekday working bee and 
operation 

10 am - 3 pm - BYO train 
Social Meeting - Guest Speaker 
- 7.30 pm 

Model - Open Standard Cate 
gories 

Photo - G Class DE loco 
Weekday working bee and 
running 

10 am - 3 pm - BYO train 
Open House - 10 am - 5 pm 


3 Sat 
4 Sun 
5 Mon 


8 Thu 


11 Sun 
11 Sun 
19 Mon 
22 Thu 


29 Thu 
31 Sat 


1 Sun 


Z Mon 


12 Thur 


16 Mon 


21 Sat 


22. Sun Open House - 10 am - 5 pm 
26 Thur Timetable Operation - 7.30 - 
11 pm 
USA Eastern 1970/80 proto 
type 
27 Fri Junior Day - 10 am - 3 pm - 
BYO train 
OCTOBER 
6 Sun Timetable operation - 1.30 - 
5 pm 
UK prototypé 
7 Mon Weekday working bee and 
operation 
10 am - 3 pm - BYO train 
10 Thur AGM - 7.30 pm 
meee - Australian or other 
it 
Photo - All over advertising 
tram 
13, Sun Observation run - 11 am 
21 Mon Weekday working bee and 
operation 
10 am 3 pm - BYO train 
24 Thur Timetable operation - 7.30 - 
1 pm 
USA Pre WW2 (pre 1942) 
31. = Thur Clinics - 7.30 pm 


@@eeee?ee?ee@e@¢@66666 08 8 @ 


Library Notes 


John Sargent begins his Rail Scene 
Victoria with a lament for the hundreds of 
photos he failed to take, and he attempts 
to make up for it with this fine publication. 
Most of the shots are his own, but several 
other photographers are also represented. 
Quite a long section is devoted to Austeam 
88, which provides the most stirring shots. 
Modellers of V/Line locomotives will be 
grateful for the many clear photos and for 
the landscape format of the book, perfect 
for recording of trains. Large format, limp 
cover, a nice production of Train Hobby 
Publications. I look forward to more from 
this new (to me) publisher. 

More photos in Roger Renton’s East 
Coast Diesel Pictorial, another ’side-on’ 
book, from another new publisher, Rail 
Portfolios. Large, well-printed photos 
(though some a little pale to my eye), and 
quite extended captions, drawing attention 
to details on the locos or strange workings. 
Hard cover. 

Safe Signals by James Dargan is a much 
more substantial publication, hard cover, 
apparently an expansion of his Morse to 
Micro, both being histories of NSW rail- 
way signalling, It has to be, of course in 
part a history of the railway itself, but from 
a different perspective. Simply and clearly 
written, it makes sense of technicalities, 
draws attention to the important personali- 
ties and their influence, and in the process 
brings to the light of day lots of photos from 
earlier days. Well produced, using plain 
word processing output, and solidly bound. 
No credits for publisher, so we must as- 
sume it was all his own work. 

It obviously couldn’t ignore accidents, 
but they are not dwelt on. Another new 
book. on the other hand, revels in them. 
This is Broken Journeys, Vol Il, by Kenn 
Pearce. Lots of gory detail, quite a lot of 

hotos - quite good reading in fact, all 
compressed into the small Railmac format. 

One would have expected more disas- 
ters in Railway Drama, edited by Mark 
Tronson, in fact across the front cover it is 
labelled "MISHAP - MAYHEM - DISAS- 


TER’, but don’t start licking those lips too 
early. Like his earlier books, this is a simple 
collection of personal reminiscence from a 
variety of crewmen. One is specifically 
about an accident-prone driver (he killed a 
lot of cattle, but no people) and another, 
certainly the best in the book, relates the 
story of the last train into the Maitland area 
during the great flood of 1955. A good 
description of the confusion and problems 
that face even competent officials, in such 
a large-scale disaster. Worth reading, as 
are all the other, lighter-weight, articles. 

Also from Railmac is Richmond Vale 
Railway Album, No 1, by Steve McNicol. 
This, and a further volume to come are 
published in support of the foundation of 
a railway museum by the Richmond Vale 
Preservation Co-operative Society, in the 
Hunter Valley. The book is a little more 
lavish than usual, and includes some really 
excellent black and white shots of the 
soda then and now. A must if you are 
modelling that coal mining area (thousands 
of non-air hoppers!). 

More reminiscence in A Railway Life 
by Lloyd Holmes, the life being one spent 
on the NSW and Victorian Railways, from 
the mid 40s on. Certainly pleasant reading, 
bringing back all sorts of memories. 

] wonder, will this spate of reminiscence 
be overtaken by a flood of memoirs from 
‘Operation Desert Storm’? What will fol- 
low that? , 

In the last issue I enthused about a book 
published by Eveleigh Press, a collection of 
memories, well written and very well pre- 
sented, centering on the staff of the loco 
depots. I’ve only just realised that I forget 
to name it. With apologies to all concerned, 
and in deep embarrassment, I now declare 
that it was Byways of Steam 1. We now 
have Byways of Steam 2, this time mainly 
on the rural lines of NSW, and just as 
interesting, just as well produced as the 
earlier volume. 


Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
®eeeee7#7¢éc~eece &€ &@eG6UOhmUGOUUOMUMSOUCUO CO 


Annual General Meeting 


Notice is hereby given that the 28th 
Annual general Meeting of the Australian 
Model Railway Association Victorian Branch 
Inc. will be held at the Clubrooms, 92 Wills 
Street, Glen Iris on Thursday, 10th Octo- 
ber, 1991 at 8.00p.m. and not in September 
as indicated in the agenda distributed at the 
Branch social meetings. 

Ordinary Business 

1. To receive apologies. 

2. To confirm the minutes of the 27th 
Annual General Meeting. 

3. To receive reports from the Commit- 
tee on the transactions of the Branch 
during the last preceding financial year. 

4. To elect Officers of the Branch and 
the ordinary members of the Committee. 

5. To receive and consider the Financial 
Statements submitted by the Branch in 
accordance with section 30(3) of the Asso- 
ciation’s Incorporation Act 1981. 

Special Business 

1. Presentation of Annual Awards. 

2. To conduct any other business noti- 
fied to the Secretary in accordance with 
Rule 10(5). 

Nominations for Officers of the Branch 
and members of the Committee must be 
delivered to the Secretary by 6.00p.m. on 
Thursday, 19th September, 1991 


aed 
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Simon’s Scribblings 

Our 16th annual Model Railway Exhibi- 
tion is now behind us and some of us are 
taking the ‘rest cure’. The Exhibition appears 
to have been very successful financially, 
and it certainly showed a wide range of 
modelling scales, gauges, sizes and ap- 
proaches to what appears to have been a 
most appreciative public. The public reac- 
tion was the best we’ve ever had, if the 
number of congratulatory notes on the 
reverse side of the Popular Exhibit voting 
slips is taken into account. And the ’off- 
shoot’ of that public interest was the very 
large number of people, who decided ’there 
and then’ (more or less) to join the Asso- 
ciation (and thus the WA Branch) to fur- 
ther their enjoyment of the hobby. 

A big "THANK YOU’ is due to all those 
members who made themselves available 
to assist with the egos i the running 
and the dismantling of the Exhibition. 
Thanks are also due to the members who 
put in so much effort in preparing three of 
the Branch layouts for the Exhibition and 
in running the trains during the show 
(although I think that some on the Ebford 
Regis layout thought that the trains were 
running them at times on the first day). 
Also meriting thanks are those members 
who exhibited their own layouts or assisted 
with the layouts entered by other members 
and by non-members. Without the cumula- 
tive efforts of all of you, we would not be 
able to put on an Exhibition at all, success- 
ful or otherwise! Thank you all. 

Special thanks must go to Marcia Nichols 
for her immense efforts in organising and 
running the raffle, which was an outstand- 
ing success. With the exception of a few 
books of unsold tickets not returned by 
some members, every single ticket was 
sold, the last one just seconds before the 
draw! In addition to thanking Marcia, I 
must also thank all those dedicated souls 
who assisted with the selling of raffle 
tickets at shopping centres, at the exhibi- 
tion itself and individually. 

And if all those thanks are not enough, 
some, too, for all those members who 
promoted the Exhibition by distributing 
what was a record number of handbills and 
posters in the month before the Exhibition. 

Finally, I must remind you all that the 
AGM is nearly with us again. This is your 
opportunity to | pag leer running of 
your Branch of the Association. This year, 
several of the incumbent members of the 
Management Committee will not be seek- 
ing renomination, so there are several 
Committee positions ‘up for grabs’ (in- 
deed, all positions on the Management 
Committee are open for members to be 
nominated against, even mine), so now is 
the time - step forward and get nominated 
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(or nominate yourself) - your input will be 
welcomed in the deliberations and actions 
of the Management Committee. 


See you at the AGM, if not before. 
Simon Mead 
President 
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Layout Notes 


By the time that you read these notes, 
the 1991 Model Railway Exhibition will be 
over and the three layouts exhibited by the 
Branch (Ossie Gully, West-N-Track and 
Ebford Regis) will all be back in the 
Branch Clubrooms, albeit after a certain 
amount of the circular waltz. This is as a 
result of the Management Committee’s 
decision to alter the positions of the layouts 
in the Layout room to improve access to 
the layouts, to improve egress from the 
Emergency Exit, to make room for a work 
bench area to allow room to construct 
further layouts. The Ossie Gully layout was 
fully rehabilitated (although leaving some 
items of scenery and buildings that Ossie 
himself had made!) by Steve Price and the 
central goods yard tracks were modified to 
incorporate the Shunting Puzzle with un- 
coupling ramps and track gaps to limit the 
number of vehicles that can be put behind 
the locomotive. The two continuous cir- 
cuits on the layout ran well during the 
Exhibition, but troubles developed with 
the Shunting Puzzle and so there was no 
opportunity for the public to test their 
skills’ and demonstrate some lateral think- 
ing! 

The West-N-Track was spruced up by a 
team led by Ian Wood and. this, too, ran 
gue well during the Exhibition. Ian has 

ther ideas for this layout to increase its 
versatility and interest for Exhibitions. 

On Ebford Regis, the work crew under 
Dennis Ling put in many hours of work in 
an attempt to complete it by Exhibition 
time. They succeeded in this, getting a 
reasonable degree of operation at the 
clubrooms with one or two locomotives 
before it was dismantled for transport to 
the Exhibition venue. It didn’t really want 
to come apart though, as the PVA glue 
used for some of the scenery work had run 
down into the joints between baseboards. 
A few well aimed blows of a hammer onto 
a chisel in the joint generally solved the 
problem, but by then it was found that in 
one place, at least, the layout had glued 
itself to the carpeted floor. One of the more 
amusing sights on the night before the 
movement of the layout to the Showgrounds 
was that of Dennis Ling era a hacksaw 
blade to cut this last straw. Operation of 
the layout on the first day of the Exhibition 
is probably best forgotten by those who 
tried to run it on that day - there seems to 
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have been some sort of incompatibility 
between the track and some locomotives, 
but it seems to have been ’sorted out’ for 
the last two days. All in all, it ran ’as well 
as could be expected’ (as they say in the 
hospitals). 

Many things remain to be done on 
Ebford Regis, including making the signals 
work. Sir Richard Solling has promised 
many improvements if the number of tour- 
ists travelling on the excursion specials 
during the Exhibition make him a good 
profit. His accountant is doing some ‘crea- 
tive’ accounting on the numbers and ex- 
pects to be able to satisfy the good knight. 

And speaking of those - nights, that is: 
I shall not be nominating for a position on 
the Management committee at the AGM, 
so I take this last opportunity to thank all 
those members who have assisted with the 
work on the layouts since the move to 
Moojebing Street - "Good Night’. 

Roger Solly 
Layouts Co-ordinator 


Program 


AUGUST 
3 Sat General Club Activities 
On these occasions, you can use the 
Clubroom facilities as you wish, with but 
few restrictions - there’s the Branch’s 16.5 
mm gauge layout Haltwhistle on which you 
can run your own trains-(or-you can use the 
Branch’s equipment), you can assist with 
the further development of the N scale 
West-N-Track layout or the 0 scale Ebford 
Regis layout, you can try your hand at the 
shunting puzzle on the Ossie Gully layout, 
you can browse through the mountains of 
information in the Library, you can play a 
video, or, if you feel that you are not up 
to any of these ’arduous’ activities, you can 
chat away to like minded enthusiasts. 
5 Mon Laying commercial Track and 
Points 
Aimed at beginners (and ham-fisted 
modellers too), a talk and demonstration of 
the techniques to use to get good running 
ualities from proprietary track and points. 
rogs will be one the menu - dead and 
(a)’live’. 
10 Sat General Club Activities 
12 Mon §Sn3-1/2 Special Interest Group 
Meeting 
There’s a growing band of modellers 
who are attracted to modelling the WAGR 
3°6” system in S scale (1:64) and they are, 
at these workshop sessions, building a 
variety of wagons (GC four-wheel opens, R 
bogie opens NF four-wheel flats, V bogie 
flats and RAM bogie opens), coaching 
stock (Wildflower DMU set) and locomo- 
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#\ tives (T Class 0-6-0 DE) and as these 


progress, they are shown around to encour- 
age new comers to "have a go’ because you 
cannot buy Sn3-1/2 models ’off the shelf’. 
Why don’t you come along and get in- 
volved in modelling the local scene? 

14 Wed Why doesn’t it? 

Another one for the beginner (and the 
frustrated ’older’ modeller) - the ’rest of us’ 
will attempt to solve the problems that are 
ae experienced by ’some of us’, but the 
problems need to be fully and clearly 
described, or better still, brought along to 
the meeting, if possible. | 

i7 Sat Scenic Materials Workshop, 
Part 1 

Although a lot of scenic materials was 
made a a oe of months ago, it’s all gone 
- been sold. So, armed with two sets of 
equipment (our own and that of our tutor, 
John Miller), we will tear, grind, crush, 
dye, sieve and otherwise torture some 
‘Dunlopillo’ foam rubber over two con- 
secutive Saturdays. 

19 Mon General Club Activities 

24 Sat Scenic Materials Workshop, 
Part 2 

28 Wed Video Night 

An opportunity to show off your latest 
video footage on the Branch’s video set-up 
or to show us something you’ve seen or 
bought. Please ensure that your tapes are 
wound on to the correct location (cued), 
ready to pay The Duty Officer will be in 
charge of the program content, so let him 
know when you arrive what you want to 
show and he will let you know when your 
part of the program will come on. 

31 Sat General Club Activities 


SEPTEMBER 
2 Mon WAGR Locomotives and their 
Modelling 
With Prof G R Watson leading from the 
front, this will be a look at the steam and 
diesel locomotives of the WAGR by way of 
slides and an assessment of how they can 
be modelled, to Sn3-1/2 standards if Gra- 
ham’s involved, but other members may 
wish to tell of the merits of modelling the 
3’6” system in HO, TT and 0 scales. 
7 Sat Special Project Afternoon 
At last - the August issue of The Bran- 
chline to be collated, stapled, checked, 


folded and enveloped. About 16 or so 


members have been known to have a happy 
60-80 minutes doing these stimulating tasks, 
so why not come and join in - there’s a task 
to suit anyone’s talents. 
9 Mon Sn3-1/2 Special Interest Group 

Meeting 

11 Wed General club Activities 

i4 Sat Loco Hauling Contest | 

Let’s see how your ’stud’ of locomotives 
perform (assisted by weight, rubber trac- 
tion tyres, multi-axle drives, etc) against 
our Dynamometer MkII. No more than six 
locomotives from each member and an 
overall limit of 50 - otherwise, we'll still be 
at the Clubrooms into the evening. 

16 Mon Auction 

This Auction is limited in that only 
AMRA members may submit items for sale 
by auction, but non-members are welcome 
as buyers. The Auction Co-ordinator will 
give consideration, if requested, to using 
the Auction as a means of disposing of any 
model railway items contained in the es- 
tates of deceased persons who were not 
themselves members of AMRA, but who 
were friends of AMRA members. 


The main rules for the Auction are 
printed on the reverse side of the Auction 
Form, which will be available at the 
Clubrooms from Monday 2 September. 
Intending sellers should obtain an Auction 
Form before the night of the Auction and 
complete it before they come on Auction 
night. 

All meetings will be held in the Branch 
Clubrooms at 24 Moojebing Street, Bayswa- 
ter, right opposite Paddington Street. 
Moojebing Street runs off Guildford Road 
towards the Swan River about 50 metres 
east of the traffic lights which are opposite 
the Cresco fertiliser works. 

The times of the meetings are as follows, 
unless otherwise indicated: 

Mondays and Wednesdays 8 pm 

Saturdays 2 pm 

The Committeeman who is the Duty 
Officer for the day will open the Clubrooms 
at least 15 minutes earlier than the times 
specified above. Visitors are always wel- 
come at any of the scheduled meetings, 
apart from the AGM, where, in order to 
control voting matters, it is for members 
only. for the other meetings, however, just 
introduce yourself to the Duty Committee- 
man (ask someone who he is). He will 
make you really feel ’at home’ by showing 
you around the Clubrooms (which we believe 
are the best of any model railway club in 
WA) and by introducing you to some of the 
members present. 

The fee payable by members covers 
some of our general operating expenses 
and entitles them to hot refreshment (tea, 
coffee or Milo) plus biscuit. No fee is 
payable by visitors unless they keep coming 
week after week after week - without 
joining up. 

Cool drinks are available at modest cost 
from the refrigerator. 


Water, Water, Water 
.seeee anid not a drop to 


drink! 


by Ted Thoday 

Modelling water successfully has always 
been difficult and modelling of moving 
water has been nigh on impossible, al- 
though Dave Rowe overcame “the impos- 
sible’ by using the real stuff! (His tech- 
niques are described in his book Industrial 
and Mechanised Modelling which is in the 
Branch Library.) 

But for the lesser mortals, realistic 
modelling of moving water has been close 
to a miracle - well, up until now, that is!! 

Regular readers of the Have You Seen 
pages will have noted the references to 
various ’gizmos’ on Peter Holland’s Fallsbr- 
idge layout which make the non-railway 
parts of the layout ’work’. 

In the March 1991 issue of Model Rail- 
ways, Peter Holland describes how he 
simulates ripples on a water surface using 
a piece of Stipplite textured glass over a 
piece of Letratone 210 line tint material 
stuck to clear acetate sheet over a brown/ 
green base. The acetate is vibrated slowly, 
end to end over about 0.125”. This causes 
the lines to distort into moving colour and 
shade and thus simulate ripples on the 
surface. | 

In the April 1991 issue of Model Rail- 


ways, Peter Holland takes the process one 


stage further and simulates moving water, 


without actually using water. Three situ- 
ations are described - a water wheel, its 
water race, a waterfall and the adjacent 
rapids. 

The basic technique is to use bunched 
cling film (Gladwrap type stuff) over a bed 
of suitably coloured material implanted 
with rock, etc. The cling film is made into 
a continuous strip routed around the 
’obstacles’ and fed around rollers at either 
end of the stretch of ’water’, the rollers 
being motor driven. 

The May 1991 issue of Model Railways 
goes one stage further with swimming fish!! 

Full details of how, together with dia- 
grams and photographs, are in the maga- 
zine issues quoted above. 


The Importance of 
Research in the Affairs 
of AMRA WA 


by Trevor Kerr 

Our Editor of The Branchline and Branch 
Treasurer is well known-as a ’man of 
figures’, able at the drop of a hat to indicate 
important differences in attendances be- 
tween May and September meetings, or to 
show that there was a 38.735% difference 
in the 4 - 5 pm attendances on the Satur- 
days of the June 1990 and the October 1979 
Model Railway Exhibitions! While impor- 
tant, these statistics are only just one type 
of research that can be conducted into the 
affairs of the WA Branch of AMRA. 

On the Saturday of the recent Model 
Railway Exhibition some behavioural re- 
search of much greater significance to the 
branch was contemplated. An important 

uestion was raised: to which ticket box are 
the attending public more likely to front u 
to in order to pay the entrance fee? AMR 
members on duty at the time began this 
momentous research. 

A pilot study showed that some un- 
known variable seemed to be influencing 

tential patrons towards a particular ticket 
Beng manned by the author and Davina. Ig- 
noring her demure protestations that this 
would not be the case, an experiment of 
classic design was undertaken. Davina and 
another male (a bearded one, Bruce Nor- 
ton), both handing out Exhibition Guides, 
were swapped from being adjacent to one 
ticket box to being adjacent to the other 
and accurate records of tickets sold at the 
two ticket boxes over defined periods of 
time were kept. | 

The results were "highly significant’, as 
the statisticians say! There was no doubt 
that intending visitors to the Model Rail- 
way Exhibition were attracted to that ticket 
box nearby which Davina was handing out 
Exhibition Guides at a ratio of 5:2. Clearly 
the presence of Davina determined the 
intending visitors’ preference for a particu- 
lar ticket box. 

However, as with all good research, 
more questions were raised than were 
answered! 

Are intending visitors to the Model 
Railway Exhibition drawn to the ticket 
boxes purely by Davina’s undoubted at- 
tractiveness? 

. Is there something in her skill at 
handing out Exhibition Guides which cre- 
ates a difference? | 
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. Is it the surprise presence of a woman 
amidst the stereotype of grown-up men 
‘playing with toy trains’? 

If AMRA stood Davina in the street 
wearing an advertising ‘sandwich board’ 
and handing out Exhibition Guides, would 
people choose to come to the Model Rail- 
way Exhibition rather than the football on 
the adjoining facility? 

What important questions for AMRA, 
WA Branch. 

Of far greater importance, however, 
was that a bit of fun and camaraderie was 
enjoyed by a number of Branch members 
at a quiet time at the ticket boxes late on 
a Saturday afternoon. 


Exhibition Mini Report 


by Garry Pilmoor 

There’s not really much that I could say 
about the success of the 1991 Model Rail- 
way Exhibition that Simon hasn’t alread 
covered in his ’scribblings’, except to than 
those members of the Management Com- 
mittee who took over large chunks of the 
action associated with putting on the 
Exhibition. 
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UK ’91 
by Richard Smart 
As Malaysian Airlines flight No MH003 
lifted clear of Perth International Airport 
on Friday 22 March, my holiday to the UK 
had begun. Twenty three hours later, the 
plane touched down at Heathrow where 
the temperature was zero (!) and raining 
(!!) - how unusual do I hear you say (!!!). 
My friend was waiting for me with a car 
and we were soon threading our way through 
the London traffic and on to the M1 
motorway north to Junction 15, where we 
turned off towards Wellingborough (in the 
East Midlands) which was to be my home 
base while in the UK. 
When buying my airline ticket, I also 
urchased both a Britrail Pass and a London 
reneport Visitor Travelcard - the former 
allowed me to travel all over Britain on its 
railway system 24 hours a day, the latter 
allowed me to travel all over London, both 
on the buses and on the Underground, also 
24 hours a day. Both are very good value, 
but they can only be purchased before you 
leave for Britain. | 
I did take my trusted video camera with 
me and have managed to capture some of 
the atmosphere of the English countryside 
plus ’one or two trains’, the odd station and 
most of "IMREX 91’ with which I am 
reasonably happy. 


My thoughts on IMREX 91 are mixed -. 


admission was somewhat high at UKL6, or 
around $A15, but there were 130 stands 
plus a bar and a cafeteria, both of which I 
used. The exhibition was staged in both the 
Old and the New Royal Horticultural halls 
in Westminster, London, which I suggest 
would cost ’a few bob’ to hire. Firstly, there 
were stands and layouts on display which 
the average Aussie only reads about and 
their stock range covered everything from 
a UKL 700 Iatlie to postcards at 10 pence 
each. If you could not buy the wheels, 
signals or whatever you needed for your 
modelling, you would have to be modelling 
to a scale and on a gauge that we have not 
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heard of before! 

The layouts - for sheer size and atmos- 
phere, the Gauge One Live Steam took 
some beating. I reckon there must have 
been between UKL 50 000 and UKL 80 000 
worth of locomotives and rolling stock on 
display - it was just magic! My second 
choice was Copehnhagen Fields, a 2 mm 
scale layout built by The Model Railway 
Club and representing a section of the 
LNER main line a mile or so oyt of Kings 
Cross. It is quite breath-taking in its design, 
construction and scenery - I am afraid that 
my video of it does not do it justice. I went 
back to it three times to try and take it all 
in - and it’s still to be completed! All the 
other layouts were of a very high standard 
and featured some excellent slow running. 
I did come away with a few ideas for my 
next layout. 

I will digress here for a moment to 
mention Andrew Morling and his notes on 
model shops in the UK and with these in 
mind, I thought I would try for one good 
model shop. 

On my first Sunday in the UK, I went 


down to the local newsagent to buy the | 


Sunday pemeeres) and what do I spy 
upon the racks there? - the latest (May) 
issue of Railway Modeller. So, there I am, 
wandering along the footpath, looking 
through the aoe of Railway Modeller and 
just missing being run over by a passing bus 
- because there on pages 226 and 227 was 
John White’s Rhiannon on the Tylwyth 
Teg layout described and illustrated with 
Paul Kehoe’s photographs and containing 
a nice Ree for our Model Railway Exhi- 
bition. Well done, fellas - I guess congratu- 
lations are in order. 

Back to my story - I was already looking 
for a model shop in my area when, lo and 
behold, there on page 45a of the May issue 
of the Railway Modeller I find a small 


Victorian Railways GZ Wagon 


» > 
» Y 
Xd 
S 8 
‘ee. 
c 
3 3 
_. : 
os Sa a: 
= S| | yy 
>» N | : 


we 5-34 


ae 


O/7 Cue. FF. 


oF 
ie lee 
lriside. 


ae 78-4 


g- g—V 


sane 


advertisement for T and R Models Etc of@™ 


20 Cannon Street, Wellingborough! So, 


next day into town I goes and asks the local ~ 


Bill’ where Cannon Street is. He points me 
in the right direction and within 15 minutes 
Iam talking to Terry Sturman in the T and 
R Models Etc shop. Terry can supply quite 
a lot of ’goodies’ direct from his shelves and 
what he hasn’t got in the shop, he is able 
to purchase within a couple of days or so. 
He is also offering to AMRA, WA Branch 
members a 10% discount on the ’fully built 
up’ UK price, which includes the VAT 
surcharge, set at 17-1/2% as from 1 April. 
If you want more information in regards to 
Terry’s ‘deal for WA Branch members’, 
please see me. Terry has ’a finger on the 
pulse’ and has some quite good contacts in 
the Midlands area. 

Well, I have rambled on a wee bit, but 
I did see and do a lot in those 4-1/2 weeks 
that I was away, so, in finishing I would like 
to give you some ’Do and Don’t ideas and 
these are from experience!! | 

DON’T go into London until after 9.30 
am, or you will be swept off your feet by 
the invading work force! I kid you not. 

DON’T forget those BRITRAIL and 
LONDON TRANSPORT tickets. 

DON’T take too much money or you’ll 
spend it on having a good time and buying 
all those ‘goodies’ - just like I did! 

DON’T forget that you’re only allowed 
20 kg of baggage on the aircraft and $400 
duty (and Sales Tax) free per person on 
return to Australia. 

DO get a special electrical plug for that 
video or shaver that require their batteries 
to be charged overnight. Ours don’t fit the 
UK system and the one I had to buy cost 
UKL 2.38. 

DO take a pair of comfortable shoes. 

DO have a wonderful time (I did!). 


ening. 


